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GOVERNANCE FACING VALUES
IN AN ERA OF GLOBALIZATION

In a long series of works' I have tried to transcend the classical controversy
between axiological subjectivisms and objectivisms by alleging that values
emerge from human consciousness under the aspect of desires needing to be
filled, before they are expanded instead, by being projected on an objective
background where from they irradiate to meet homologous aspirations of
other consciences, thus reaching the statuses of both objectivity and inter-
subjectivity. In this context, the system of values, having acquired the con-
dition of a reality widely accepted and wished for, has imposed itself as the
moving power for the assessment of moral law within consciences and even
societies.

Since ancient times the classical value system has been built on three car-
dinal values: the True, the Beautiful and the Good?, each one of them hav-
ing admitted several secondary meanings according to the particular era in
which - and the society by which - it has been experienced. One may thus
consider the system of values as a threefold musical theme implying an in-
definite number of variations® which nevertheless respect the theme’s fun-
damental structure. Any attempt to seriously deviate from this structure
would inevitably lead to the decline and, finally, to the crumbling of the
structure itself.

This may grow particularly probable in times of abrupt shiftings in the
course of societies. Such shiftings have already been experienced along the
history of mankind®. Almost all of them relate to invasions of new ideas
from outside into extant societies which however successfully resisted by de-
veloping proper defense systems. Sophists e.g. invaded Athens during the
5" century B.C., mainly from Magna Graecia, to be combatted by Socrates
and his major school’. During the subsequent imperial eras, Hellenistic and
Roman as well, both of which lasted for several centuries, the Stoic and
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Christian cosmopolitanisms sealed the death of the ancient city-states and
marked a kind of globalization within the limits of late Antiquity®, at least
in the West, before they were overrun by the installation of a strict feudal so-
ciety due to the shock of barbarian invasions. The exodus of Greek scholars
to the West initially instigated, then whipped the movement of the Renais-
sance whose spirit, although fainting, remains still alive’.

The direct effect of the 19" century industrial revolution has been a last-
ing confusion in the realm of values, whose impact remains visible through
the traces it has left upon our societies. Not only has it evolved towards oth-
er kinds of revolutions such as economic, technological and even temporar-
ily political, but it has also extended its influence to the domain of culture
as well, where e.g. new conceptions of beauty and new techniques seem to
definitely prevail, independently of their deviation from classical rules and
precepts® In every cultural field the insolit is searched after, in order to
flabbergast. On the other hand, in societies where the principle of equal
chances really dominates, people of lower culture and taste tend to favor
lower forms of art, thus encouraging low-lying, though impressive, artistic
productions®,

The value of Truth is highly cultivated in our days by scientists, thanks to
spectacular technological performances, although philosophers and other
thinkers are unable to take advantage of them. Progress, though not spec-
tacular, has been achieved in economics and bioethics. The latter fields al-
so relate to the value of Good which unfortunately is suffering of gradually
deteriorating conditions of respect. Parallel to the official proclamation of
human rights, our globalized societies experience their everyday violation
by every kind of corruption due to the acquisition of excessive power and,
hence, to oppressive practices: geopolitical, such as genocides plus destruc-
tive ecological and financial activities as well, like the periodical crises which
shake the whole world. It seems that the present crisis was prepared at the
end of the year 2000 thanks to the adoption of a bill that enabled the finance
and trust institutions to freely operate without being subdued to any con-
trol. This turned out to be a deplorable decision of the legislative power
which 1s part of the state in democratic countries.

Globalization 1s an economic theory; in addition, a kind of ideology and,
of course, a praxis, which 1s being tested on the grounds of its efficiency. The
high risks its adoption could entail had been denounced early enough. It is
the duty of each well-educated governance team, cognizant and conscious of
its task, to look after the world situation in order to prevent administrative
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misfunctions ranging from mere transgressions of law to catastrophic con-
ducts. Impeccable governance presupposes an adequate preparation of the
citizens destined to exert it. The classical ideal of kalokagathia'’, i.e. cul-
tural competence and moral integrity is still valid today. Plato, after Da-
mon of Oa, who lived one whole century before him, clearly indicated edu-
cational norms and methods to be followed and respected in order to make
this ideal accessible to all citizens.

The continuous attempt to reach such an ideal could become a guarantee
not only for the quality and skill of future governances, but for the sake of
globalization and, ultimately, of the future of mankind.

E. MouTtsorPouULOS
(Athens)

H AIAKYBEPNHZIIL ENQITION TQN AZIQN
LTHN EIIOXH THE HATKOEMIOHNOIHEZEQX

[TeptAnyn

'H nayxoopionoinon elvat piir olxovopury Bewpia. Elvay, Emnhéov, xal fva
eldoc ideohoylag, nal, puowmd, pla roa&ic, 7| dOrola dSovpatetal Enl tH Paoer e
amotedeopaninomyrag e O tynhoc fabpuoc xvdorvou mob B propotoe vix éumne-
pLExeTaL oty vioBénon e Exer 1idn xatayyehOel oxetint vopic Elval xabfjxov
TS Omolag eVOUVEDN NS ®al RO Al RaTAQTWOREVNS Opddac duaxvféovnong, f) Omola
Exel ®al ovvaionon tic GrooTOARS TS, Vi pepuuvit yiult Thv nayxkdopwa TaEn
npayuartwy, olitms MOTE vir ATOTEENEL DO TIXES OVOAELTOVQYIES, Ol OTOTEC Uo-
Eel vir mowiAhovy and eAagE®S TapafaTikES OURTEQLPOQES HEXDL EVIEADC ROTO-
OTROEIROVE YEWopovs. 'H Guepntog duaxvfépvnon npoimobérel thv availoyn
MEOMAPAOKEVT) TOV TOALTOV MOV METPWTAL Vi THV doxnoouvy. To rhaooxno ide-
MoOeg 1iic xaloxayabiag, 1001 oty THS MOMTIOTIRTS ENAPRELRS Hal THS NORTS
arepadTnTag, elval axdpa xai 1hpa énixawo. 'O [Miarov, ota fripata tod Ad-
pwva e Oag, 6 omolog ECnoe Evay ald@va xpiv axo avtoy, Dnédelte ut ocagi) Tpo-
1o 10 rawbayw it tpdtena kol pebédove mov npénel vie arolovboivral, xpo-
KEWEVOL a0 10 WedoOeg v vataotel mpoofdowo ok Ghovg toig mohites. 'H
adudherttoc npoondBewa vir dvaybodue o Eva tétowo ibavizd B propodoe vix yi-
VEL TO EXEYYLO 0L ROVOV THS TOOTN TS XAl TOV IRAVOTHTWY TOV HEAAOVTIXDYV KU-
pepvijoewy, GAha xai va anofel mpodg Spehog THC TAYROOULOTOINOEWS, KL, £V TE-
Agt, o0 pédhovroc tic avlpmndmrac

Evayyehoc MOYTEONOYAOE
(nrge. Aovrag KAINIANTAHE)
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