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H EIZATQI'H TQN ZITEPMATQN XTHN ONTOAOI'TA
TOY EIIIKOYPOY: MIA EPMHNEYTIKH
[TPOZEITIZH®

Imyv émotoin tov IIpoc “Hpdootov (38), 6 "Enixovpog gaivetar ot
npoOTN droyn va énavaiapPdvel TOV YVOOTO YEVIKO TPOCOKPATIKO Gopi-
opd yud ™ yéveon, dniadn Ot timote dEv yiverar and 10 un Ov: «npdrov
pev 611 00dEV yiyverar €k tob pun dvrogy (I). L ouvvéyela Spwg mpocbéter:
«ma@v yap éx mavtog Eyiyveton (II), «onepudtov ye oldév mpocdedpevovy
(IIT1)'. "H davayvoon tdv npotacewv (II) xai (II1) —mrob aitiohoyolv 10 Gdv-
vato tfig yéveong avtiig, oniadn 6t ot avribetn nepintwon dTdoNnote Ha
npoéxunte ano otwonnote @iko (1), ywpic va yperaloviar xabBéilov onép-
pata (IT1)— npokaiel dikaroroynuévn aunyavia, INati adtd ol paivetal

* Oi dvagopic otd £pyo 1ol "Emxolpov yivovia otiv Exdoon to0 H. USENER, Epicurea,
B.G. Teubner, 1966. Oi avagopic otd aroondopata tdv mpocwxpankdv yivovrar othv £x-
doomn H. DieLs - W. Kranz, Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker, Ziirich 1958. Oi avagopig otov
Aovkpritio yivovrar otiv £xdoor 1ot C. BaiLey, Titi Lucretii Cari, De rerum natura, Oxford
1974, 1, 11 xai II1.

l. 'O SoLmseN £8@, («Epicurus on Void, Matter and Genesis», Phronesis 1972, oa. 274-5)
drav pihd nia «droxatdotaon g yéveoncs, and pépoug tob "Emxolpou, kai 611 elvan dnode-
KT Gpxel va nnydlel Ged «semina certan ouyyéel ™ yéveon, 1) Onoia dvagépetal drokieionika
ot Eufa (Orwe 6 (d10g Epunveler ta onépuata), pé ™ yéveon yevika f| Onoia Bewpeitar adv-
vatrn and tolg npocwxpatikons. “Oume xaveic and toug dpyaiovg aldtoig diavontig, Tov nmpo-
nynbnxav xai eénxnpéacav t1ov "Erxikovpo, 6&v avaipel ) yévvnon tov Euflov aro onéppata.
"H ouykpdétnon toug and «Uin» dpopd pévo ta npotapyika Eufa. "A¢’fic oniypiig dnuiovp-
ynBoilv, dnhadn ovvieboiv, ot ocuvéxewa davanapayovrar. ["Ocov dpopd tov "Avatipavépo,
fi. D.K. 31 A 11 (6) xai A 30, tov "Avalayopa, D.K. 59 B 4 xabic xai A 1 (9) xai A 62 xai
téhog 1ov Anudxpito, D.K. 68 B 5 (3)-(5)]. "Alha kai 6 drog & "Emikovpog, o mhipn cupgo-
via tpdg ToLg mpoyeEveESTEPOUS Tov, vioBetel napdpora Bewpia: 1 npotapyixd [da yevvioivial
and petaPoin perall toug Epdoov elvar pépn tol xdopou (AETIOY, Aofoyp. 430).

2. "H M.E. ReEsor («Anaxagoras and Epicuruss, Essays in Ancient Greek Philosophy, 1.
Anton-A. Preus eds., o. 96) fpioxer 611 6 xowvdg aitog Timog tmxr:npﬁputﬁg otov "Erixoupo
elvan pa mo éxhentvopévn popen tol eldoug tdv Emyeipnudrov ol dravroiv otov "Avata-
yopa. "AvtiBera 6 M. ConcCHE, (Epicure, Lettres et maximes, ed. de Megare, Villers - Sur - Mer,
1977 o. 128) Bewpel 611 f) dpyn adtn «f Onoia mapovowdaletar otolg "Ehedrtes... xai avapgpi-
fola otolc mpoTOUC dTOopIKOUG pE popetf Aoyikfic apyfic... 0@ Bepshidvetar pi avnipapti-
pnon the avipankic npoétacnc.
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611 évdwagéper tov "Emikovpo dEv elvan 1600 v dvaipéoer OLokAnpoTIKa
T Yéveon £k tol pn ovrog (Onwg Ba avapevotav anod v apyikn npdtacn),
aALG Kupiwg va BEoerl Eva Opro, Gote va unv npoépyetal OMOLOONNOTE TPa-
yua @nd onowodnrnote drro. "Etor oty npodtaon (III) Aéyetar 611 adtd mov
B anotpéwyer Tig Tuyaieg yevéoelg eivar ta onéppata. "Oung otV npayua-
TIKOTNTA Y1d TN YEVECT] YEVIKQ MPEMEL va mANpolTal Kal Evag akourn opoc:
"Oha dgeihovy vi pny yivoviar «€k 100 pf Ovtogy. LNV nepinteon Opmg
avTh) yeEvvartal 10 Epatnua ot ti gperaletar 6 «apopropdgy Th¢ YEVESTC AMO
10 uf Ov, dtav avtn olteg fj GAAog mpaypatonoieital, £0TO Kai pé mapa-
yoyn ol £ldovg «ndv £x mavtogy; (I1) Zuvaeng nmpog 10 épdTnua adto eivar
N £€akpifpwon tiic onuaciag td@v oneppudtov £6®, T Onoia, kai Gv axoun
pecoraPfricovv maht Bd mpokvyel O6tdNMote And OTIdimote @AAO, Gv SEv
mpnBel npoTiota 6 pog mov Béter f) mpodtacn (1), onAhadn va arogpevyBel 1
véveon «£x 1ol un ovrogr. Elvar mpogavig 611 1) andavinon avtdv 1dv Epw-
TNUATOV £YKELTalL oTh vonuoddtnon tot dpov «un dve. "H @pdon adt ico-
ovvapel PEPara pi o pi vrapyovi. Eidika dpmg ot0 mhaicio TdV napandve
npotdacewv (I), (I1) xai (I11), Gv 1o un Ov eivar anideg tO un vrapyov toTE
£0M 6Ev Eyoupe mapd Eva CUPEUPHO dUO JAPOPETIKDV TpaypdTmv: THg YE-
VEOTC YEVIKG (uE «Eheatikny Evvola) xai thc (Prorloyikiic) «yéveone» anod
OMEPUATAL.

[Tpiv rpoonabnjoovpe va aravinioovue ti onuaivel o un ov ag émyer-
PTOOVNE TV TPOCEYYIOT], OTT] CUYKEKPLUEVT] aUTT) MEPinTOOT, ToU B~ pE-
poug ToU idtov Emyelpnipatog, mov agopd dniadn th @Bopd otd pn Ov.
Aéyer howmov 6 "Emixovpog, 611 Gv 10 dpavilopevo épbeipeTo Kai xatéinye
otO un Ov (IV), 161e 6ha ta mpdaypata Ba xataoctpégovrav (V): «kai &l
epbeipeto o0& 10 agavilopevov gig 10 pun Ov, mavia av ATOAGOAEL Ta TPay-
patoe, ovk Oviayv eig & diedveton (39). "ESG Lowmov 6 Adyog eivar capdg yua
didhvon tob dgavilopévou of kanowa dira («gig @»), Ta Omoia dpeilovv vi
eivan Ovta, dote va pnv ioyloel ocoppova pe v npoétacn (V), | kata-
otpopn OAwv TOV Rpayudtev, tpdypa mov Bd cuvéPaive dnwcdnimote @v 1
pBopi tol apavilopévou Etelve otod «un Ovn (IV). "Qote 10 dpavilopevo,
Otav @Beipetar, anidg daivetar of Ovia nov elvar of Béon va Drootolv TN
didivon kai dév katactpé@ovral. [Tpdkertar Aowmodv £6@ Y& ovvBeTa «mpdy-
patar, mov @heipovral, «diaivoviam otd uf dv, kai 6yt yid aria ovra, pun

3. Biéne yua napaderypa thv Evvola tob pun dvrog ortig mpordoelg tiig iduag mapaypdagpou
(I1pog "Hpddortov, 39): exai el épbeipeto & eig 10 pun 6ve, Ghha xai dAAwv: «EINEP PN PHEALEL
nivia tabta eig o un Ov pbapioecbawn (MMpoc ‘Hpddorov 41) «b tag peraPorag odk eig 10 pn
ov momoetaw ([Tpoc "Hpddorov 54) xai diiol.
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avaydywpa omAadn nepattépm, tdv Omoimv 10 AdVvato THC MPaypATIKTG
@Bopicg oto un Ov, voolpevo @O¢ un vmapyov, Bewpeitar dedopévo. "Qote N
emyeipnpatoroyia 1ol Emxodpov £xer otdéxo tng xatd £va pépog, TNV
vmevBOpLon Ot avta elg «i» kdbe ovvBeto dadvetar eival Ovia. “Av Aowmov
npoxkertal va un @Bapovv Oha o1d un ov yperdloviar tpdypata dtunTta Kai
«GpetaPintan, @ omoia B& propécouv vit UmooTolV Tig HAAUCELS TOV OLY-
Kploewv yopic va dwaivbolv xal 1a da: «xai 1@V copdtov 1@ piv £oti
ouvykpioelg ta & €€ @v al ovykpioeig memoinvral. Tadta 8¢ éoTiv dtopa Kai
auetafinta, einep pun péddel ndvra eic 16 un ov eBaprioecbal, ail’ ioyv-
OVTa UTOHEVELY EV TAIC S1aAVOECT TAV OLYKPIoEWV AP THV @UOLY OvId...
otk £yovta 6nq ) 6nwg Swahvdnoetaw (41). Aév éviagéper Lowmov tov “E-
nikovpo mapa N dwdikacia oynpatiopod («yiyveobaw) xkai arocivleong
(«drarVecbaw) t@v ovvbetov npaypdtev («copdtove) o arid évta Kai Oyt
1 avaipeon 1ol yiyveobar - pBeipecBuar otiv andivtn £vvord tou. "Avacuv-
Oétovtag topa tig napandve npotdacelg (1) £og (I11), of Kutapatikn popen
Eyouvpe: xabe ovvBeto mpaypa yiverar «£E... dvrooy (I7). To xdbe 11 howmov
Ba napdyetar Sy tuyaia, GAAd and xan 1o xabopiopévo (I17), npaypa mov
Oa yivetar p& ™ Ponbera 1dv onepudatov (II1°). To «dvw, Og 6 dvriBetixog
noAhog tol «un) Ovrocy 6Ev elvan BéPara £6® dtopo, apol 1 avagopd yivetal
ot onéppata. Ovte elvar Speg dmorodnnote onéppua GAAld povo £Keivo mov
avnkel oto 1810 €idoc Tol mpaypatog mol «napayetay and avtd, Snwg aen-
vel va vonBel 1| LoyikT) Tol émikovpeiov Emyelpnpatog: v dniadn d&v av-
Tiotolyolce ot 0,11 napayetal, O£V fTav oniadn Opoloyeveg, oev Ba dpoloe
MEPLOPLOTIKA OTTV Tuyaia yEveoTn. "H npdtacn Lownov «timote 8Ev yivetal
amo 1o pn ov, vonuatodoteitat pévo v otnv Evvola tol «OVTOgH MEPLAN-
pBel, Oy 10 OmorodNnOTE oNEPUA, GAAL TO OHOLOYEVEC KOl OHOLOELOEC pE
0,TL «MapayeTaL» ATOKAEIOTIKA anod avtod. "Eva oneppa Spwg, mou euploKe-
tat Gvti yia 10 dtopo ot Béon 100 Ovtog Kai pi dedopévo 10 YEYOVOG OTL
TPOKELTAL VA Tapdyel «oOpatar Td Omoia eival «cuYKpPIoEIgH, dEV umopel v
vonbel BEPara xuproexkTika mapa pévo petagopika’. "H petagopikn avtn
LPNON TOV ONEPUATOV £0@ Quivetral Kai anod TNV avaivon 1ol KEMEVOU.

4. "0 dpoc onépua elye droxtoel peragopikn Evvora, dniadn «m¢ dnioTikn THe TPOTNS
apyfic f| otozeiov mpaypatog Tivock fidn and ™y 'Odloocawa (BA. L.S.J., s.v. «onépuan). 'O
"Erixovpoc ypnowponoiel 1@ onfppata petagopixd, dvo axdun gopic otfiv 'Emortodn mpoc
IMvBoxAéa: (a) «... ta towaiita onéppata, £€ Gv [Ba e xal puta xai 1a Aowna wdvra ta Bewpoi-
peva ouvviotataw (8vl. dver., 74) xai (B) «d towolitog divatar kéopog yiveobBar kai £v KOopY

Kai petakoopie... émmmdeiov niviv oneppdtov puéviov dg’ évog xdéopou fi petakoopiov...»
(£vl. dvor. 89).
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"Eoto 611 10 «ndvy otV npodtac (I1) deopd povo Epfua, mpoépydueva anod
KOVOVIKE Oméppata. LTV mepintwon avth «ndvey B éonpaive amokiel-
oTikd «Epfro ove. Kai 1 1000 yevikn npdtacm yia 11 yeveon kal pbopa t@v
TAVIOV KOwvi o OAoug Toug apyaiovg griocogoug Ba otéveve Emkivouva,
ava@epopevn arokierotikd otn yéveon kai ¢bopd td@v EuPiov anod ta dvri-
otolyd tovg onéppata. "Qote 1| Gvaipeon ti¢ yéveong kai @Bopdc t@v Ov-

= TOV A0 —mpOoc— TO UM OV dEv avagEpetal £101K( GTN YEVVNION KAl T0

w
(@]

AK

Bavato tdv Epfiov (dwadikacia mov Unokeltal Pacikda o froroyikoug vo-
HOUG) GAAG OTN OPOPPMOT] KUl CLUYKPOTNOT OAWV TOV OVIWMV UNO AVAA-
Lot kol aloviog drdpyovoa «DANY . Zuvendc 10 «udEv yivetal £k Tob
uf Ovrogy ioyverl dpordtpona yia 6Aa ta Ovia mov eumintouv oth oupfa-
TIKT avtn «yéveony Kai «pBopdar, dniadn) of «oLYKPIOEISH Kal «OIaAVOEL]
1@V ovykpioewvy, Od ftav Lowmov dtono va vmootnpifel kaveig 6T1 TO «Ov»
g npoTaoNg «oLOEV yiyvetal €K toD pf Ovtogy Ga@opd «ouvykpiceig» Kai
«OlaAVoEGy ANG —Ofé— Kavovikd omnéppata (OnAadn) AMOKAEICTIKG E£p-
Biwv). Zhv nepintwon dAlmwote avth 1) «pbopin tob «apavilopivoun B
ONUALVE E£MOTPOPT] TOU OTO MPUYHUTIKO TOu onéppa, Bewpia avimapktn
otov 'Emixovpo. “Ott otiv napaypago avtiv, I1poc "Hpddotov (38), 1t
onéppata £YouV HETAQOPLKT onpacia @aivetal Kai amd 1O YEVIKO VOTHa-
TIKO MARioLo TOU KeWévou, OTou yivetal AOYog yidt TO «dvy, O TO GUVOLO
TOV VTApYOVIOV Tpayrdtov Kol Oyt povo td@v Eufiov.

‘H Bewpia adty tob 'Emixovpov, yud th yéveon tdV mpaypdtov ano
OMEPUATA HETUQOPIKE VOMUEVE, HOPTUPEL Katda TN yvoun pag 611 dtav O
prhocopog ouvvavinoe mpofinuata tot £idoug tob "Avalaydpa viobetnoe
Tic 01kéc Tov Avoelg Eykataieinoviag oTO onueio avto TNV atopikn Bewpia.
Tuykekpipéva, 6tav Ppénke urpootd otd npdPfinua tiic EEynong napa-
yoyic Oviov pué xabopiopévn popemn, 6tv ApKECTNKE OTNV OMMGONTTOTE OU-
VETT) dtopikn Bewpia TOV TUYOIOV CLOYNPATIONAY Ao dtopa, dAia avaln-
ot neprocoTeEpo civBeteg ovrotntes. Ta dvalayopewa onéppata dEbetay
axpifac 6,1 yperwalotav 7| émxkovpela ovroroyia. Eivar xai avta «£ovia
LPNUATAN, OC «OTMEPUATA TAVIOV YPNUATOVR, £gouv E£yyevelc 1010TNTEC,

5. "0 A.A. LonG (Hellemistic Philosophy, Duckworth, London 1974, o. 31), avaivovtag Tig
npotaoelc wondev yivetawe K.An. tob 'Emkolpou, dEv kdvel xabdéiou Adyo £60 ya onippata
GAAr@ vl «things» té Omoia «are seen to grow out of somethings. M'evika Gpwg Bewpel 611 1a
onéppata arotelotivial and dropa xai dpa Sév elvan attoterr). "AlLd xai & STRODACH, (The
Philosophy of Epicurus, North-western Univ. Press, 1963, o. 138), perappaler toig otiygoug tov
Aovkpntiou, mou dvtioctorgoiv othv napaypagpo I8 (I. 146-73), £ro1 dote va Sivetar 1) Eviv-
nmwon 6Tl agopolv dha ta npdaypata yevikd. "Opwg Bewpel 1a onépuata @¢ Eva ANO TOUG TMOA-
houg TexViKOUg Gpovg nid té dropa (Evl. dver., o. 229, anu. 3).
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«l6€ag mavroiag... kai ypoag kai Hdovagy, 6,11 dnhadh npdkertar vix Eppa-
vicbel of petayevéotepo otddio ota «ouykpivépevar, @ odvBeta dniadh
KOOMUIKG yprjpata Kai xupiog «rapdyovvy Spota pé adta dvia. Adtd ovy-
Kevipovovial xai oynpatifovv dporoyeveic —ot avataydperove Spovg—
nocooTiaieg dvaloyieg, ol 6moieg ouvevdvovtal Kai dnuiovpyodv té oiv-
beta nmpdaypara®. Eival dgionapatipnto 10 yeyovodg St éxtdg and tov Spo
onéppata 6 "Enikovpog ypnowponoiel kai tov Spo «ovykpiceigy mov mpo-
Epyetal and tov adBevrikd dvataydpeio Gpo «ouykpivopevar (D.K. 59 B 4)
kabbg kai v ntapdgpacn tob Gpov «rakpivesbaw, (D.K. 59 B 17) dnradn
10 «draivecBaw (41). Mpogavig Lowndv 6 "Enikovpog £8d vioBetel dvatays-
pereg kabapa Avcerg npocapudlovidg tig PéPara otd i1k tov clotnua’. ‘H
Enidpaon avth tod "Avalaydpa dEv nmpokdlese v npocoyl 100 Aovkpii-
Twov, mapott & idrog kpiver éktevidg v avataydpeia Bewpia v Onoia
yvopilel kakd®. Kai adtd dgeiletar otd yeyovdg 611 Bedpnos ta Emkovpera
onéppata ¢ onéppata Kuping éufiov, kai moteder 611 Epunvever 1ov "E-
nikovpo Gvantioooviag t okéyn tov ®¢ EEfic: &v dEv Omfjpyav té onép-
poata avtd, and t Bdhacca Ba Eyevvovio avBpdmva dvra, ot ¥R O& edpi-
oxovtav yapua K.Am.’,

"Akra 1 £ridpacm tod "Avataydpa otov Emikovpo gaivetar dxdéun
MEPLOGOTEPO AMO TiG MPOTACELS MOL Yprioponotel 6 "ApiototéAne otd 4o
KeQ. 100 A’ tdv Puoikdv, kel axpipdg dnhadh) mod kpivel v dvatays-
peta Bewpia y1d ) yéveon'?. Aéer howmdv 6t 6 "Avataydpac vioBétnoe )
Aeyopevn dpyn tiig xaBohikfig pikng, yiati Efhene va yiverar 10 xdde ti dnod
kGOe ti GAho: «010 Quoi nav év mavti pepiybar Siém mav éx mavroc Ebpav
ywopevovr. ‘H mpdtacn aith «ridv éx naviogy énavalapPavetar Ehappdc

6. Ztov "Avalaydpa | petagopiki) xprion 1@v oneppdrov gaivetar mod xabapa yati otd
OYETIKO anoonacpua 4.3-6 1d ovvbeta odparta, yevika («fv niol tiig cuykpivopévorcy), Aéyetar
611 ouvanotehobvian dnd 1@ mpoavagepbivia «onéppata ndviov xpnudtove, tvé ol dvlperot
xai ta dhha EpPra ovyxpotolvrar pi v xabapa punyavikh dadikacia tfic ovpmnEne: «ai
GvBponovg te cupnayfjvar xai @ dhla (da doa yurhv Exew. “"Alleote Stav npokeital yii
xabapa Broloyixi hertovpyia ypnoponoiel Exgpaceig Snog «xal Ty yijv... goevs (D.K. 59 B
4.8).

7. I'ia ™ ovyyéveln "Emxovpou xai "Avatayépa fi. M.E. REESOR, £vf. dvar., oo. 93-106.
Bi. émiong H. Usener, £v0. dver., Argumentum, o. 381 x.éE. xai Diogenes Laertius (Loeb
Class. Library, Cambridge 1965): «MdAiota §° dnedéyeto, pnoi Aloxhiic, tdv dpyaiov "Avata-
yopav, xaitot &v tiow dvieipnkodg adtdm.

8. Bh. T. Lucretn, &v. dver., 1, 830-920.

9. 'Evl. dvor. 1, 164 x.EE.

10. dvoikijc "Axpodoewe A 4, 187 b 2.
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raparraypévn oto 4o xe. ol I'" v Puoikdv: «dia 10 Opdv Otrodv €€
otovolv yryvopevovn'!,

Tuvoyilovtag xkataliyoupue 611 1) mpdTaot «oVOEV YiyveTal €K TOU WM
dvtogy avagépetal of Oha Td mpdypata T Omoia MPEMEL VA TPOEPYOVIUL
dno xat mov tovug powaler, Oonwg axkpifdg ta Epfra mpoépyovrar and ta
avriotoryd tovg onépuata. Mévo xkat’ abvtov tOv TpOTO Ano@evyETUL T) YE-
VECT] OTO1OVOTNOTE AMO OmMol0dNTOTE, uE T pecordfnon dniadn ovrotn-
TV Opoiov pé 6,11 & tpokiyerl and avtéc. N TOv Adyo alitd Aowmov ypn-
OLHOTOLEL pETAPOPIKA TOV Opo «oméppatar, moL Elval INAOTIKOG TOV
«OUVapE popedv Tdv Eufiov dviov kal katd petagopd Shov TdV Gviov.
Kai 6nwg dxpifdc 1@ EpPra yevvdvrar, avantbocoovtal kai avEdvovtal anod
0 onEppata, £Tol Kai OAa ta dvia, ot avaioyia P& avtd, ntpoépyovral anod
«onéppatan Kai abEdvovtar pt «ovykpiony, Eéog 6tov droterécovy td olv-
Beta Ovra tob KOopOUL pag.

A. APABANTINOY-MITOYPAOT'TANNH

(' ABryva)

SEEDS IN EPICURUS' ONTOLOGY: NEW INTERPRETATION

Summary

According to the classic Lucretius’ interpretation of Epicurean seeds
(Letter to Herodotus, 32) they are considered to be “semina certa” of all
living beings, able to put a limit to the chance coming-to-be of anything from
anything else. Yet this indeed ambiguus term “seeds” is used here in a very
general, let’s say, anaxagorean sense, as seeds of all things, that is as elemen-
tary entities capable to “reproduce” —in a clearly metaphorical sense— all
composite things similar to them. Such a hypothesis leads to the conclusion
that Epicurus in his ontology, apart from the use of the atoms, he also ac-
cepts the seeds as structural entities of the formally definite things.

A. ARAVANTINOU-BOURLOYIANNI

11. "Evl. aver. I 4, 203 a 25.
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