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v 0EKTO Gmo TO MayKOouL0 Kowvo TH¢ Qriocogiag, aila xai Eva £pyo pE
i0ayéverla mov cuvviehel anogaociotikd otd va npooiafer | NeoeAinviki
Milocogia v moAvnébdnn tavtdéTTa Kai puoroyvouia Tng.

II. TZAMAAIKOX
(Oecoalovikn)

E. MouTtsorouLOS, Aegean Philosophers (in Greek), Athens, The
Aegean Foundation, 1991, 243 pp.

In this book Evanghelos Moutsopoulos traces the circumstances which
explain how it was that the word Aegean came to signify so much more than
merely the geographical area it denotes and to be identified with the transi-
tion from the mythical to the rational mentality.

The author’s frame of reference is philosophy. That he should focuse his
attention on this particular sphere does not imply any denial of the leading
role which the Aegean played in other fields. For E. Moutsopoulos, the im-
pact made by the Aegean was of a universal nature, such that it acquired a
highly significant meaning which allows us to speak of «the fact of the Ae-
gean». A philosopher himself, he turns his attention to philosophy and inves-
tigates its Aegean component, entertaining the hope that representatives of
other branches of learning will turn their attention to the Aegean component
of the sciences they are working in.

The thread that runs through the author’s thoughts is the struggle in
which the Aegean philosophers —that is, the Greek philosophers— engaged
in order to reveal the very nature of reason. Aware, however, that the origin
of philosophy marks not only a beginning, but also an end, he has recourse to
the didactic and heroic epics of Hesiod and Homer as well as to the manifold
beliefs of the peoples who inhabited the Aegean area before it was settled by
the Greeks. By going back to these beliefs he makes obvious the unifying
power of the Aegean. The Aegean improves creative interpenetrations while
averting ill-matched ones. Its assimilative and refining function has protected
the Greeks throughout their long history and up to our own day.

Continuing his theme, E. Moutsopoulos furnishes a condensed account
of the philosophical ideas that have evolved in the Aegean region since the
beginning of philosophy until the present day. His account is neither a synop-
sis nor a review. It is rather a record of the course traced by the Greek
philosophical thought and an outline of the struggle reason had to wage in
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order to preserve its essential features. In this way the author reveals the close
bond that exists between the Aegean and reason, and makes clear that the
Aegean is not only an interpretative category but also a causative factor.

E. Moutsopoulos devotes a separate chapter to each of the phases
through which reason has passed. The chapter titles with their poetic ring are
impressive. They are composed of words denoting the modifications brought
upon light by the successive positions of the sun in the celestial globe. To
avoid however misconceptions, the author adds sub-titles which, without
modifying the poetical character of the titles themselves, elucidate the mea-
nings they are invested with. Consequently the titles and the sub-titles are not
simply a condensation of the content of the chapters. They reflect the au-
thor’s standpoint from which he views the historical reality he is examining.
Put in another way, they make it quite clear that this reality moves according
to a fugal pattern, that is, a pattern «similar to one which a musical fugue
illustrates and expresses» (p. 15). Although, then, it is not usual to list the
titles and sub-titles of chapters in a book review, it 1s my opinion that the
particularity of the ones in question demands they be cited here. I therefore
append them in the immediately ensuing paragraph:

Early dawn (the awakening of reason) — Daybreak (the revelation of
reason) — Ilumination (reason at risk) — High noon (the triumph of reason)
— Afternoon (the consolidation of reason) — The sun’s decline (the accep-
tance of reason) — Sunset (the survival of reason) — Gloaming (from reason
to faith) — Twilight (reason for the sake of faith) — Starlight (squeezing out
and revival of reason).

I have already noted that E. Moutsopoulos does not write an account of
the Greek philosophical thought. His purpose is to reveal the Aegan compo-
nent of philosophy. However he goes much further. He views the universality
of the Aegean through the current conditions. Founder of the philosophy of
«kairicity», he could not enunciate an interpretation of the Aegean compo-
nent without invoking its fundamental principles. He therefore maintains that
the current trend of affairs demands the development of «a unitary European
spirit» (p. 239) and criticizes the contribution present-day Greek philosophers
may make to this end. His criticism is severe, but not cut off from hope. In
his opinion, the present generation of Greek philosophers must attain to a
state of self-knowledge and overcome its deficiencies; most importantly, how-
ever, it must prepare the next generation to meet the demands which New
Europe is laying down.

Clearly this is not the first time that the universality of the Aegean has
been noted. In 1947 Max Pohlenz called upon his fellow-countrymen to redi-
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scover the Greek man, that is, the man who owes to the Aegean not only his
conditions of existence but his essential elements as well (Der hellenische
Mensch, 5 ff). Nowadays, E. Moutsopoulos addresses himself to the self-same
man and calls him to rediscover what he has lost and to move forward to that
point at which other European peoples find themselves. Pohlenz and Mout-
sopoulos have each set themselves a different objective, but they both resort
to the same source, the Aegean. In so doing they provide evidence of its
perennial universality and permanent dynamism.

N. CHRONIS
(Athens)

Mavoin MAPKAKH, @ihlooogikéc Ilepinyrjoeig, topog A', £€xo. Bi-
Prioyovia, "Abniva, 1991, 176 co. (opayuec 1.500)

110 Epyo avto 0 Mavoing Mapkakng émowwkel, petald GAlwv, va Bé-
oel v Evvola ti¢ eikdvag o’ Eva Ovtoroyiko Kal yvoorobBewpntikd £mni-
nedo O¢ «tov Tpodmo £xeivo 1ol Adyou, Omov ta Epunvevtika [evyn elvar
apotfaime CUUTANPOUATIKG OTO UIVONEVIKE avTinaia peyédn toug. "O 1po-
no¢ avtog Tol Adyou mpofdiiel kpiopog Kai Eévaymviog, voeital népav Kai
avedptnra ano kabe dharextikn, Kai elvar, katd toito, £oyata AUTPWTL-
ko¢» (Eloayoyn, o. 10). 'H émdéiwén BéPaia avtn tol Mavoin Mapkdkn
O£V AMOKPLOTAALOVETUL OE MPOTACELS CUALOYIOTIKEG, AAAG Sra@aiveTal pE
caprivela ano thv idwa ™ dwatinwon 1oV Pudcewv nod «f) Euneipia Tob
tomov yevvofoid othv £ypryopn Kai Umootaciakd Giyoloa cuveidnonm
(0o. 9-10). "O 1pdénog dotdéoo Ekppacng tod Mavoin Mapkdkn, mov £xnn-
yaler anod v mhovola Emotnpovikn émonteia tov (Gnd Tig EMOTHHES TOD
MVEUNATOC HEYPL KAl TN HIKPOQUOLIKY) @aivetar v appiofnrtel ™ Pefaro-
mTa | TV APLoTOTEMKT «yoproTtdtnTay To0 KOGHOL TOV TPaypudtov Kai
thg vonomng toug avtibeta, f| Exppacn tov anodider v apePfardotTnTa g
Kivnong: 6tv ypagel «to A 66nyel oto By aiha «10 A teiver v 66nYEl oTO
By 0tv ypager «t0 A Ppilokerl v ovoia touvn, GALlG «t0 A Sexdikel TV
ovoia Toun OEV Ypagel, TEAOG, «t0 A Ex@pdaler v £vvolar GAld «td A
paivetar va éxgpaler v Evvoran. [Mpdxettar yua pia dSratinwon tob piyLou
Kai Tol onuavtikot, mob kabeavtn dnokoiintel 10 dpdpa 100 AdYoL Kai
TV aueronuia t@v Opiwv, idwitepa 6tav 1 otdéyaon 100 CLYYPAPER PETU-
Kiveital ot Oprakég meproyeg tob ypdvov, tol mvevpatog, tiic Unapéng kai
¢ UnépPaonc. Inuavtikn drodeikvietal otic Pidooopixéc IMepinyroeic 1
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